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Canning was probably pursuing in the House of
Commons the training to which he had subjected
himself for long before in the political clubs and
debating societies. In any .case, he does not seem
to have quite made up his mind in his early days as
to the precise political opinions with which he was to
identify his career. He supported Pitt, for example,
in the great debates on the" question of the Parlia-
mentary Union with Ireland ; but it was observed at
the time that he carefully avoided committing him-
self to any views with regard to the Catholic claims,
although the refusal of the Catholic claims was the
cause of the Rebellion of 1798, and that rebellion
was made the excuse for the Act of Union, which was
carried in great measure by Pitt's implied promises
that when the Union was carried something would
be done to satisfy the Catholic demand. In fact, for a
long time, Canning acted as the regular champion of
Pitt in the House of Commons, and outside its doors
as well. He started, in conjunction with one or two
political friends, the famous Anti-Jacobin news-
paper, a paper intended to hold up to ridicule all the
doctrines of the French Revolution and of its
admirers in this country. Canning was a master of
brilliant political sarcasm, and there can be no doubt
that the Anti-Jacobin became quite a power in its
day. - The basis of the satire was easy enough. It
simply assumed that every public man who hoped
for peace with France, and who talked even in the
mildest way of putting any possible faith in the
leaders of the French people, must be a thorough-
going sympathiser with the sentiments of the Jacobin